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 It was on November 17, 2011 that I first heard my doctor’s 

sobering words:  “Mr. Hongo, you have multiple myeloma, 

cancer of the blood plasma in the bone marrow.”

 Shocked by his pronouncement, I left the doctor’s office, 

went to the parking lot and called Gay, then Andrew.  I told 

them the news, shed a few tears, prayed with both of them and 

ultimately praised the Lord for His goodness and faithfulness.  

We knew that God had a reason for this to happen and that 

He was going to sustain our family through this crisis and 

ultimately receive glory for all that was to happen in the days to 

come.

 Now as I write this ten months later, I do praise God for I 

have seen His marvelous workings and His faithful presence 

throughout this challenging season.  He has a plan for my life, 

He has helped and sustained Gay, Andrew and me through this 

difficult journey, He has brought wellness to my body, and He 

will receive glory as I testify and sing of His wondrous miracles 

in my life.

 This journey has been filled with many lessons of trust, 

peace and joy as Gay, Andrew and I have grown deeper in our 

love relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  My body has been 

restored, my faith is strong, my gratitude to the Lord deep and 

ongoing.  The pain and discomfort of the past year has all been 

worth it because of the ways my family and I have grown more 

in love with Jesus.  Praise the Lord for working out His perfect 

plan for our lives.

JOYFUL JOURNEY

A quick rundown of the past ten months.

November 17, 2011 – I first received my diagnosis of 

multiple myeloma

1RYHPEHU�'HFHPEHU����� – Gay and I did research 

on which cancer center I should enter:  Mayo Clinic 

(Arizona, Wisconsin), Stanford (Palo Alto, California), Fred 

Hutchinson (Seattle, Washington), MD Anderson (Houston, 

7H[DV���6ORDQ�.HWWHULQJ��1HZ�<RUN���&LW\�2I�+RSH��'XDUWH��
California).  After two weeks of searching, during which time 

the Lord brought many people into our lives who had positive 

H[SHULHQFHV�DW�&LW\�2I�+RSH��ZH�IHOW�*RG�ZDV�OHDGLQJ�XV�WR�
the southern California center and told my doctor we had 

GHFLGHG�RQ�&LW\�2I�+RSH�

'HFHPEHU��������� – Gay and I flew to Los Angeles, 

$QGUHZ�IOHZ�IURP�1HZ�<RUN�WR�PHHW�XV�WKHUH��ZH�VSHQW�WKH�
QLJKW�DW�D�KRWHO�QHDU�&LW\�2I�+RSH�

'HFHPEHU��������� – I had my first appointment with Dr. 

Michael Rosenzweig.  He went over my case, explained the 

extent of my cancer, estimated a treatment period of about 

seven months and suggested that chemotherapy be started 

immediately. 

'HFHPEHU��������� – I started my first Velcade 

chemotherapy treatment, five hours of receiving the chemo 

LQWUD�YHQRXVO\�

-DQXDU\�������� – Gay and I moved into our Village studio 

apartment, #144.  The space was a little crowded for three so 

Andrew chose to stay at the home of his friend Ryan Furuya 

in the nearby town of Glassell Park.  Thank you, Ryan, for 

accommodating Andrew.

January to May 2012 – I continued with my weekly Velcade 

chemotherapy treatments.  The first month, the drug was 

administered by IV.  From February on, Dr. Rosenzweig tried 

a new technique, having the nurses give me Velcade through 

subcutaneous injections (in the stomach) weekly.  What 

a blessing, no five hour infusions, just a short shot in the 

tummy.  I praise God throughout the five months for sparing 

me from nausea – I did not get sick one day!  I did endure 

bouts with headaches, increased blood pressure, fatigue, 

LQVRPQLD�DQG�RQH�ZHHN�HQG�RI�DQ�XSVHW�VWRPDFK��EXW�,�QHYHU�
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December 21, our first day at City of Hope

dealt with nausea which I expected to have from what 

others had told me. 

February 16, 2012 – Because my kidneys were continuing 

to fail (a condition I had been dealing with for the past two 

years), my doctor here said that I had to start dialysis.  I had 

a quinton catheter put into my upper right chest and started 

dialysis the next day.  It was tough to deal with two physical 

challenges but God sustained me with His Word and power.

June 2012 – This was a month for assorted tests and 

preparation for the transplant, injections of neupogen to 

LQFUHDVH�P\�VWHP�FHOO�SURGXFWLRQ��D�IRXU�GD\�FROOHFWLRQ�
of stem cells from my body, cleaning and freezing of the 

stem cells, waiting for transplant approval from my medical 

insurer, Blue Cross Blue Shield/Hawaii Medical Service 

Association.

July 3, 2012 – Receiving approval from my medical 

insurer, I entered Helford Hospital for the stem cell 

transplant.

July 4, 2012 – I took a strong dose chemo in advance of 

receiving transplant.

July 5, 2012 – Transplant Day!  Although sleepy, I made 

VXUH�WR�VWD\�DZDNH�VR�WKDW�,�FRXOG�ZDWFK�WKH�FOHDQHG��OLTXLG�
like stem cells being infused from their clear plastic bag 

EDFN�LQWR�P\�ERG\�WKURXJK�WKH�LQWUD�YHQRXV�WXEHV���*RG�ZDV�
healing me through this breakthrough medical process and I 

wanted to watch it with my own eyes.  The whole procedure 

took about 35 minutes.

-XO\����������� – These were the most agonizing days of 

my life as my body received the stem cells, first reacting 

negatively against the new cells as my white blood cells 

plummeted and I lost almost all immunity and as fatigue, 

body aches and upset stomach settled in.  The doctors, 

nurses, Gay and Andrew and my Lord Jesus were my daily 

encouragement during this time, comforting and reassuring 

me that things would improve as my body naturally adjusted 

to the new stem cells.  The 14th  day after the transplant, I 

ZRNH�XS�ZHOO�UHVWHG�IURP�D�JRRG�VOHHS�DQG�IHOW�OLNH�KDYLQJ�
some breakfast.  From that day on, my taste buds slowly 

returned and things started to approach near normalcy.  The 

doctor was pleased with my improvement and he released 

me on July 24, the 19th day after my transplant.

-XO\����$XJXVW��� – I was recovering very well in my 

Village apartment from the stem cell transplant.  Dr. 

Rosenzweig was pleased with my blood results and gave 

the okay to return to Hawaii.  We are looking to leave in 

a few weeks if we can get our household here in order for 

departure.

$XJXVW��� – Gay and I flew home to our beloved Hawaii 

nei!

3UDLVH�WKH�/RUG�� As I look back on my time in Duarte, I am 

grateful for several blessings:

 1) for God’s love, sustenance, power, peace and ultimate 

joy through every moment of my experience here.  He has been 

DQ�HYHU�SUHVHQW�VRXUFH�RI�VWUHQJWK�DQG�FRPIRUW�LQ�P\�WLPH�RI�
QHHG���<HV��WKHUH�ZHUH�PRPHQWV�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�DQ[LRXV�DERXW�D�
procedure or medical problem, but I was always knew Jesus 

was there to help and strengthen me.

 2) for God’s miraculous provision for my every need:  

for the kindness and excellence of the doctors and staff at City 

2I�+RSH�DQG�IRU�WKH�VXSHULRU�PHGLFDO�WUHDWPHQW�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�
afforded me every step of the way; for the graciousness of City 

2I�+RSH�LQ�SURYLGLQJ�IRU�P\�PDQ\�QHHGV�DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�
giving me free housing here at the Village apartment; for family 

and friends who have telephoned or sent letters, cards, emails, 

gifts, offerings and have been such an encouragement; for 

family and friends who have traveled the many miles to Duarte 

to visit me in person; for Gay and Andrew and their sacrifices 

DQG�ODERUV�WR�EH�P\�IDLWKIXO��ORYLQJ��DOZD\V�KDUG�ZRUNLQJ�
caregivers.

 3) for my renewed health after a long and painstaking 

treatment time.  I am thankful that my body has responded 

positively to the months of chemotherapy and the stem cell 

transplant and that I can someday return to my work and music 

ministry, although with a less intense schedule.  I know there 

are other patients who did not respond well and will die from 

their disease, so I am thankful that God has lovingly blessed me 

with extended life.

 4) for being able to return to Hawaii.  I have been away 

from home for eight months! That is just a very long time away 

from my beloved islands.  I thank God that I can go home and 

know that the environment there will help me heal even faster.
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My sugar plantation look: under doctor’s orders, I have to 
JXDUG�DJDLQVW�GLUHFW�VXQOLJKW�E\�ZHDULQJ�VXQVFUHHQ��D�ZLGH�
EULPPHG�KDW��ORQJ�VOHHYHG�VKLUW�RU�MDFNHW�DQG�ORQJ�SDQWV�

 There are so many people to thank that I will not list all 

of your names here.  I will thank and have thanked all of you 

in person, by telephone or through correspondence.  Please 

know how much I have appreciated your every act of kindness, 

love and generosity.  When I was emotionally miserable and 

physically suffering, you came to me with words of friendship 

and kindness or with gifts that brightened my day or with a hug 

and embrace that showed how much you cared for me.  I can 

QHYHU�VD\�WKDQN�\RX�HQRXJK�IRU�ZKDW�,�IHHO�LQ�P\�KHDUW���<RX�
have loved me and I will always be grateful.

 As I consider all that God has done for us here in Duarte, 

I thank the Lord for several opportunities we have had to 

minister to others.

 1) Through Caring Bridge.  The online website turned 

out to be an effective way to keep in touch with loved ones and 

to let them know my weekly progress.  As I shared struggles 

as well as victories along the way and referred to different 

Scriptures that were relevant to my situations, people were 

blessed and thanked me for inspiring them in their own life 

situations.  They began sharing my journal entries with others 

and the website became an unexpected ministry opportunity 

IRU�PH�WR�EH�D�ZLWQHVV�WR�RWKHUV���2YHU�WKH���PRQWKV�RI�EHLQJ�
on Caring Bridge, I have had nearly 40,000 hits which is a 

commendably sizeable following.  I thank the Lord for being 

able to inspire others on this site.

 2) Through singing for others.  We had a few 

opportunities to bless people with our music while in treatment 

here.  The day after my transplant, Dr. Rosenzweig’s wife and 

parents were visiting him on the sixth floor where my hospital 

room was.  We were able to go to a lounge where there was 

a piano and we sang for his family.  They were thankful for 

our songs, especially Dr. Rosenzweig who said his parents 

always ask about us.  We also were able to do a program for 

the transplant patients and have sung for different patients like 

Mrs. Jin, Mr. Nagareda and Mr. Minor.

� ��� *RG�LQVSLUHG�PH�WR�ZULWH�WZHQW\�WZR�VRQJV���'XULQJ�
a three week period in June, God inspired me to write about 

twenty songs.  It was an unusually productive time for me as a 

composer, rare that it came at a time when I was physically weary 

and in pain.  As I leaned on the Lord for relief from the physical 

hardship, He blessed my spirit as well as my body and gave me 

QHZ�PHORGLHV�DQG�O\ULFV���,�ODWHU�SXW�WKHVH�VRQJV�RQ�<RX7XEH�DQG�
on Caring Bridge and many have been blessed by hearing them.

 What lies ahead in Hawaii?  Dr. Rosenzweig wants me to rest 

IRU�VHYHUDO�PRQWKV�DQG�QRW�UHWXUQ�WR�IXOO�WLPH�ZRUN�XQWLO�KH�JLYHV�
me the okay.  The stem cell transplant takes time to heal and I 

need to be cautious.  I will not be able to go into public places to 

guard against infection from others.

 I also will have dietary restrictions, both for the transplant 

and for the renal condition.  Gay has been a careful cook and 

knows what I need to watch for.  Everything I eat must be 

FDUHIXOO\�SUHSDUHG�DQG�HDWHQ�ZLWKLQ�DQ�KRXU�RI�SUHSDUDWLRQ���/HIW�
overs longer than 24 hours must be discarded.  Fresh vegetables 

must be thoroughly washed.  Fruits may be eaten but the skin 

must be peeled.

 I cannot go out in direct sunlight for a year.  I must wear 

D�ZLGH�EULPPHG�KDW��D�ORQJ�VOHHYHG�VKLUW�RU�MDFNHW��ORQJ�SDQWV��
and I must wear sunscreen on the exposed skin.  This is to guard 

against the sun’s rays interacting with the medications that I am 

taking to support the stem cell transplant.

� ,�ZLOO�KDYH�WR�UHWXUQ�IRU�FKHFN�XSV�DW�&LW\�2I�+RSH�VHYHUDO�
times during the year.  I will also be assigned to a doctor in 

+DZDLL�ZKR�KDV�&LW\�2I�+RSH�WLHV�

 As I return to Hawaii, my vow to myself is not to get caught 

in the busyness that characterizes many of our daily lives.  I 

have tasted the peace of totally resting in Jesus here in Duarte 

and know He values that daily communion time with Him, even 

above the work and service that I give in His name.  Jesus wants 

me to love Him, to trust daily in His plan for my life and not to 

worry about my own plans or agenda.  In our eight months here 

in Duarte, I have learned to hear that still, small voice of Jesus 

and I don’t want to lose that intimacy with my Lord when I 

return to Hawaii.  I don’t want to settle into old ways of frenzied 

activity but want to trust in Him alone for my every need. 

� <HV��,�UHDOL]H�,�KDYH�D�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�ZRUN�ZKHQ�
I am well again and pray that Jesus will help me find the balance 

between adoration and service.

 Thank you all for your prayers and support as I have traveled 

this long, arduous but ultimately joyful journey.  I am a different 

man from a year ago – a changed, more peaceful, more thankful 

son of God who wants to grow even more in His love and, as He 

presents opportunities, to serve Jesus by sharing His love with 

others.  Please pray that I will be able to do this for His glory 

alone.
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Aunty Haleaka Martin of Kalihi and Moanalua 
&KXUFK��+RQROXOX�ZLWK�KHU�JUDQGGDXJKWHU�7D\ORU�

Aunty Dottie Chang of
Kalihi Union Church

Leonard and Rosemarie Chun of 
Camas, Washington

Gregg and Jill Toyama of Aiea, Hawaii with their children,
0DWW��-RGLH�DQG�&KULVWLQH�

Pastor Rick Lazor of Ola Hou Baptist Church in 
+RQROXOX�ZLWK�KLV�ZLIH�,ULV�DQG�GDXJKWHU�%HWKDQ\�

Kalihi Union friends Janet and Jim Ohta, and Christy Lau and her 
ER\IULHQG�7UHYRU�)D\�

Aileen and Joel Shibuya of First Baptist Church of 
3HDUO�&LW\���-RHO�DQG�5DQG\�DUH�FKLOGKRRG�IULHQGV�

IURP�+LOR��+DZDLL�

Lynn Tsunekawa and her mom Nancy Ogomori of 
North Coast Church in Vista, California

FROM OUR PHOTO FILES....
 Here are pictures of some of the family and friends who came 

to visit at the City of Hope during our eight months there. Mahalo 

to all these and many others who came to share God’s aloha with 

our family.
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Kris & John Robillard of San Diego, 
&DOLIRUQLD�

Wayne & Judy Heaton, formerly 
of Maui, and now residing 

in Marietta, Georgia, flew to 
&DOLIRUQLD�WR�YLVLW�XV�

Visiting from Leeward Oahu were 
niece Laurie Toma Libarios and 
her daughters Joy and Faith, and 
nephew Riki Toma with his wife 
Mandy and children Natalie and 
(ULF��/DXULHªV�KXVEDQG�1LNL�ZDV�
WDNLQJ�WKH�SLFWXUH�

Pastor Daryl Yamada and his wife 
&ODXGLH�RI�0LOLODQ\�0LVVLRQDU\�&KXUFK�

Pastor Stan Ponz and his wife Carol of 
International Baptist Church of Honolulu

Driving all the way from Foster City, 
California to see us were Len and Nan 

Hirahara, friends of ours from University of 
+DZDLL�GD\V�

Randy wearing a lei of paper flowers 
filled with encouraging notes from 
Pastor Kekapa Lee and the ohana at 

the First Chinese Church of Christ in 
Honolulu

Pastor Jim 
Sakurai of 
Santa Clara 
Valley Japanese 
Christian 
Church came 
to see me in 
-DQXDU\���,W�ZDV�
his strong word 
that my Caring 
%ULGJH�MRXUQDO�
was God’s 
ministry for 

PH�GXULQJ�WKLV�VHDVRQ�WKDW�PDGH�PH�GLOLJHQW�LQ�P\�ZULWLQJ���
7KDQN�\RX�IRU�WKDW�HQFRXUDJHPHQW��6DNXUDL�6HQVHL�

(from 
left) Gail 
Nagaoka, 
Sharon 
Kuroyama 
and Naomi 
Teal of 
Anaheim 
Free 
Methodist 
Church 
brought 
lunch 
DQG�PDQ\�JLIWV�RQ�WKHLU�YLVLW���,ªP�KROGLQJ�D�EOXH�DQG�ZKLWH�
EODQNHW�ZLWK�§/RUG¨�RQ�WKH�SDWWHUQ�PDGH�IRU�PH�E\�*DLO��
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Harriet and Kenny Furuya, dear friends who loan us their 
+RQGD�YDQ�WKH�ZKROH�WLPH�ZH�ZHUH�LQ�&DOLIRUQLD��:KHQHYHU�
we would do concert tours in southern California, the Furuyas 
VHUYHG�DV�RXU�KDUG�ZRUNLQJ�FRRUGLQDWRUV�DQG�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�
FRPPLWWHH�

Lynn Mori of Glendale, presenting us authentic Hawaiian 
OHL� IRU� RXU� ELUWKGD\V� LQ� -XO\�� /\QQ� DQG� KHU� KXVEDQG�0LNH�
graciously looked after us throughout our eight month stay 
LQ�'XDUWH�

 Marsha Frederick,  pastor of First Presbyterian Church of 

Bement, Illinois, sent me a book called When God Winks at 

<RX�E\�6TXLUH�5XVKQHOO���,W�LV�D�ERRN�DERXW�KRZ�*RG�VSHDNV�
directly to you through the power of coincidence.  

 Author Rushnell explains the winks this way:  “Every 

time you receive what some call a coincidence or an answered 

prayer, it’s a direct and personal message of reassurance from 

God to you—what I call a godwink.” 

 As I look back on the many months of this long journey, I 

recall so many “godwinks” that paved the way to a successful 

stem cell transplant for Randy.

 Months ago, Faye Gibo, my hairdresser in Honolulu, 

introduced me to her client Taylor Reece.  Taylor is a resource 

person specializing in helping people register for Medicare.  

Taylor advised that although Randy is eligible for Medicare 

to be his primary insurance when he turns 65, it would be wise 

to keep HMSA as primary as long as possible because of its 

superior coverage.  We took her advice and asked Christian 

Vision to keep paying our monthly premiums so that we could 

keep HMSA as primary insurance.

 Just as Randy was scheduled to have his stem cell 

transplant we got a letter from HMSA saying that Medicare, 

if it were our primary insurance, will not cover stem cell 

transplants in patients who have renal failure and are on 

dialysis.  Therefore, HMSA as secondary will not cover 

transplant expenses.

 These were the times when I was so grateful to have 

Andrew with me.  Andrew said, “Don’t show this letter to 

Dad, let’s just pray.”  Whenever a crisis occurred we put our 

trust in Jesus and had peace, knowing He had everything 

under control.  

 We called HMSA and found that the letter was sent in 

error because Medicare was not our primary but our secondary 

insurance as we had decided.  HMSA then referred our case 

to its chief doctor in charge who was to contact our doctor 

here to discuss Randy’s case by conference call; HMSA had 

to make its own decision if it would cover Randy’s transplant 

because of his dialysis situation.

� 2Q� -XO\� �� WKH� GD\� 5DQG\�ZDV� WR� EH� DGPLWWHG� LQWR� WKH�
hospital for his transplant, we received a call from the office 

KHUH�VD\LQJ�DGPLVVLRQ�ZLOO�EH�GHOD\HG�EHFDXVH�&LW\�2I�+RSH�
did not yet receive clearance from HMSA.

� $QRWKHU�JRGZLQN�RFFXUUHG���$�YLFH�SUHVLGHQW�DW�+06$��
a Christian brother whose wife is a good friend and informed 

her husband about our plight, called and stepped in to help 

our case.  Within a few hours, the two doctors had spoken, 

127(6�)520�*$<

agreement was made, HMSA said it would cover the transplant 

expenses and Randy was admitted to the hospital the following 

day.

� /DWHU�ZH�OHDUQHG�WKDW�WZR�\HDUV�DJR��&LW\�2I�+RSH�GLG�QRW�
do stem cell transplants on dialysis patients.   Randy is only the 

WKLUG�GLDO\VLV�SDWLHQW�DW�&LW\�2I�+RSH�¥�WKH�RWKHU�WZR�ZHUH�IURP�
WKH�.DLVHU�SURJUDP�DQG�5DQG\�LV� WKH�ILUVW�+06$�%OXH�&URVV�
Blue Shield patient.  If his diagnosis had been before 2011, he 

would have had to find another cancer center for treatment.  All 

is in God’s time that Randy is able to be here at the wonderful 

&LW\�2I�+RSH��WKDW�KLV�PHGLFDO�LQVXUDQFH�FRYHUV�RXU�H[SHQVHV�
and that his transplant has been successful and we are looking 

at going home very soon.

 God’s “winks” and provisions are a constant cause for 

praise.  We thank Jesus all the day long for the many ways He 

helps us and provides for our every need.
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Andrew and his ukulele class of three ladies in
WKH�FLW\�RI�6HQGDL���7KH\�UHDOO\�HQMR\HG�SOD\LQJ
§3HDUO\�6KHOOV¨�DQG�§$ORKD�2H�¨

Liliko Iizuka (center) brought two of her dancers 
IURP�.REH��7RPRNR�DQG�(PLNR��WR�MRLQ�WKH�.DOLKL�
WHDP�IRU�WKH�.HVHQQXPD�)HVWLYDO���7KH\�EURXJKW�
beautiful colors and graceful motions to the 
WHDPªV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�

3UH�VFKRRO�FKLOGUHQ�IURP�WKH�FLW\�RI�)XNXVKLPD
pose for a picture with team members after a
PRUQLQJ�FRQFHUW���5DGLDWLRQ�OHYHOV�LQ�WKLV�FLW\�DUH
very high so there is a need for funds to be raised
to use to purchase water purifiers which will help
FKLOGUHQ�OLNH�WKHVH�

0,66,21�72�1257+(51�-$3$1

 December 20, 2011 had been set as departure date for Gay and 

me to travel to Tohoku, Japan to present concerts for the earthquake 

and tsunami victims in that area.  When I found out about the 

multiple myeloma in November, we had to cancel the mission trip.  

Disappointed as we were, we trusted the Lord would eventually send 

others in our place.

� :H�DUH�WKDQNIXO�WKDW�PLVVLRQ�HQGHDYRU�FDPH�WR�SDVV���DQG�JUDWHIXO�
WKDW�$QGUHZ�ZDV�DPRQJ�WKH�WHDP�PHPEHUV�IURP�.DOLKL�8QLRQ�&KXUFK�
FDOOHG�E\�WKH�/RUG�WR�VSHQG�$XJXVW�������PLQLVWHULQJ�WR�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�
northern Japan.

� $ORQJ�ZLWK�$QGUHZ�� WHDP�PHPEHUV� LQFOXGHG�3DVWRU�<RVKLWDND�
)XMLQDPL�� (OGHU�'HQQLV�.DZDPXUD�� DQG� IURP�.REH�� -DSDQ�� IRUPHU�
.DOLKL� 8QLRQ� PHPEHU� /LOLNR� ,L]XND� DQG� WZR� RI� KHU� KXOD� VWXGHQWV�
Emiko Shirasaki and Tomoko Waki.

 The team partnered with Samaritan’s Purse, a ministry led by 

)UDQNOLQ�*UDKDP��WKDW�UHEXLOGV�KRXVHV�LQ�WKH�FLW\�RI�.HVHQQXPD���7KH�
.DOLKL�WHDP�VWD\HG�DW�WKH�PLVVLRQ�KHDGTXDUWHUV�DQG�YLVLWHG�GLIIHUHQW�
churches that work with Samaritan’s Purse, ministering to pastors and 

church congregations through prayer and musical programs.  They 

also participated in several home dedications.  The major outreach 

HIIRUW�LQ�.HVHQQXPD�ZDV�D�IRXU�KRXU�+DZDLLDQ�)HVWLYDO�WKDW�IHDWXUHG�
D�PXVLFDO�SURJUDP�E\�WKH�.DOLKL�WHDP�DV�ZHOO�DV�D�JXHVW�DSSHDUDQFH�
by Christian surfer Bethany Hamilton. 

 The team then traveled to the cities of Sendai and Fukushima 

and presented music and testimonies in churches, nursing homes and 

SUH�VFKRROV�� � ,Q�DGGLWLRQ��+DZDLLDQ�FXOWXUDO�FODVVHV�ZHUH�RIIHUHG� WR�
WKH�SHRSOH���/LOLNR�WDXJKW�KXOD��'HQQLV�WDXJKW�OHL�PDNLQJ�DQG�$QGUHZ�
taught ukulele.  A big mahalo goes out to Christian brother Alvin 

2NDPL�DQG�WKH�IDPLO\�DW�.RDORKD�8NXOHOH�LQ�+RQROXOX�IRU�GRQDWLQJ�
twelve ukulele to take to the people of Japan.  Alvin’s prophetic vision 

is that the ukulele will be one of the instruments God will use in His 

musical army in the last days. 

 It’s been a year and six months since the earthquake and tsunami.  

The tragedy is no longer front page news, but the fact remains that 

thousands of people remain displaced, their homes unrepaired, tons 

of debris uncleared, radiation from the damaged nuclear plants a 

constant threat and depression and hopelessness ongoing problems. 

 In the midst of this despair, many of the Lord’s servants from the 

8�6�� DQG�RWKHU� FRXQWULHV� DUH�KHOSLQJ� WKH�SHRSOH�ZLWK� WKHLU�SK\VLFDO�
needs as well as sharing with them spiritual hope and new life through 

Jesus Christ.  Andrew and his team are grateful they were a part of 

that ministering army and they thank you for your prayers and support 

WRZDUG� WKLV�PLVVLRQ�� �.DOLKL�8QLRQ�ZLOO� FHUWDLQO\� EH� SUD\LQJ� DERXW�
continuing this work in years to come.  

Kalihi Union mission team members (left to right) Dennis Kawamura, 
3DVWRU�<RVKLWDND�)XMLQDPL��$QGUHZ�+RQJR�DQG�/LOLNR�,L]XND�ZHUH�KRQRUHG�
to meet Bethany Hamilton, the surfer from Hawaii whose arm was bitten 
E\�D�VKDUN���%HWKDQ\�VKDUHG�KHU�SRZHUIXO�WHVWLPRQ\�GXULQJ�WKH�+DZDLLDQ�)HVWLYDO�LQ�.HVHQQXPD�DQG�ZDV�YHU\�ZHOO�UHFHLYHG�E\�WKH�DXGLHQFH�



�

Some of the many angels who blessed us during our stay in 
Duarte:  Pastor Bill and Jean Hara, Susan Arita, Charles and 
1DRPL� ,VDUD��&UDLJ��1LND� DQG�%LMDQQD� ,VDUD�� DQG�.HQQ\� DQG�
+DUULHW�)XUX\D�� �:H� WKDQN� WKH�/RUG� IRU� DOO� WKRVH�ZKR� VKDUHG�
His love and kindness with us during our long season at City 
RI�+RSH�

Members of the Holiness Conference council from Hawaii and 
northern and southern California were meeting in Pasadena in 
-DQXDU\���:KHQ�3DVWRU�5XVVHOO�+LJD�RI�+RQROXOX�WROG�WKH�JURXS�
KH�ZDV�FRPLQJ�WR�YLVLW�PH��WKH\�DOO�ZDQWHG�WR�FRPH�DV�ZHOO���:KDW�
a blessing to have this army of God's servants praying over me, 
including Pastor Rod Yee and Pastor Sunao Shimada of San 
/RUHQ]R�-DSDQHVH�&KULVWLDQ�&KXUFK��3DVWRU�6KXQML�0L]RJXFKL�
of Los Angeles Holiness Church and Pastor Makoto Okura of 
6DQ�'LHJR�+ROLQHVV�&KXUFK��

Christian Vision

P.O. Box 31124

+RQROXOX��+,�������������
return service requested

God’s Ohana Visit Hongos At City Of Hope ....


